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Introduction

ADVANCED EVERYDAY ENGLISH
Steven Collins

Thank you for buying Advanced Everyday English with audio CD, the second book in the Practical
Everyday English series. It is an updated, improved and extended (with sixty new words, exercises
and a CD) version of More Practical Everyday English, which is now out of print.

It is designed in very much the same mode as the first one (Practical Everyday English with audio
CD) in that all ofthe examples will contain vocabulary and expressions you have studied on earlier
pages. You will also find many words from the first book, which will give you an opportunity to revise
the material. In this second book there is more ofwhat one might call “serious” vocabulary, but there
are plenty of phrasal verbs and idioms as well.

The book will be of particular benefit to those readers with an advanced level of English who wish to
become (or who already are) interpreters, translators or teachers of English, or who simply want to
be able to speak and understand English at a very high level. In addition, people who need to read
English language journals or converse in English on a daily basis, either in business or for pleasure,
will find it very useful.

Once again | have included dialogue and exercises at the end ofeach chapter, so that you can see
how the words are used in free conversation and writing, and test yourselfon what you have studied
in each chapter. Like the first book, there are three lessons in each chapter and nine chapters in
total. My suggestion is to read one lesson a week and then do a revision after finishing each chapter.
| hope you enjoy the illustrations too.

Audio CD

When you finish each chapter, you should listen to the CD ofthe dialogues, which will greatly improve
your comprehension of the words and expressions you have studied in that particular chapter. Don't
get depressed if you don’t understand everything first time without the book in front of you. This is
perfectly normal. Try again while following the dialogue in the book.

It is my sincere wish that, together with the first book, you find Advanced Everyday English an
invaluable tool in perfecting your English language skills.

Good luck!

Steven Collins
Email practicalenglish@hotmail.co.uk

For more information about the Practical Everyday English series, visit:
www.learnenglishadvanced.com












Cliche (An expression, viewpoint or idea which has been used so many times that it has
become boring and has lost its effect—this is a French word which, like many others, has come
into everyday English usage)

Examples:
It's unheard of for the manager of a football team not to come
out with the same old cliches.

. | know it's a cliche, but what you get out of this life depends
on what you put into it.

To lay out

(To present something in a clear way, to arrange things so that they can
be easily seen)

Examples:

. It's imperative that we lay out our main proposals in the booklet,
otherwise the message might not come across.

. If you lay everything out on the table, it will be easier to

sort out what papers are worth keeping.

(To design, plan a building, town, etc--note the noun “layout”, which is the way
in which something is designed or arranged)
Examples:
The garden is clearly laid out in my mind.The only drawback
is that | know I'll never get round to doing anything about it.
In her latest job they've asked her to take on the responsibility
oflaying out the new town centre. She will be in her element.
. The lack of light can be put down to the poor layout of the
building.
I’'m not keen on the layout of the follow-up brochure; it's
bound to baffle many of our customers.

(To pay for something/spend a lot of money reluctantly-see “to fork/shell
out”, Practical Everyday English page 168) Colloquial
Examples:
. W ife to husband:
Ifyour car has got so much going for it, why have we had
to lay out £1,000 before it's even got through its first six
months?
Your brother is always making out that he’s had a life of hardship,
but quite frankly, I'm fed up with having to lay out for him.


















One child to another: “I know we get on well with each other, but my mum has told me that I'm
not allowed to go around/round with you any more.”
(see page 9)

To have it in ONe (To possess a certain characteristic which one was not previously
aware of—often used with “I didn’t know”. Note also the colloquial expression “to have it in for
someone”, which means to be determined that someone will suffer, have a hard time or fail in
some way, often for no apparent reason. It is not generally used in the first person; i.e. one would not
say “I've got it in for him”, although one might hear, “He thinks I've got it in for him”)

Examples:
. She’s not normally so outgoing; | never believed she

had it in her to perform in front of such a big audience.
. John can vouch for my usual calm, easy-going nature.

| didn't know | had it in me to fly off the handle like that.
| might as well give in my notice; the boss has had it in for me
ever since | told him he was highly strung.
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Chapter One in Use
Listen to the CD track 2

INTERVIEWER:

DAVIES:

INTERVIEWER:

DAVIES:

INTERVIEWER:

DAVIES:

INTERVIEWER:

DAVIES:

INTERVIEWER:
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INTERVIEW WITH FOOTBALL MANAGERTED DAVIES
Good afternoon, Ted. Welcome to the show.
Thanks very much, I'm delighted to be here.

Let me start by asking you a few background questions. Is it true that you were
first taken on by Winchester United as a dogsbody?

Well, that’s quite right. As a youngster, | used to go round with the chairman’s son,
and one day his father offered me the job of cleaning the players’ boots. All the
guys today give me a lot of stick about it. But | was a cocky lad even then. | knew
| had it in me to climb the ladder. | always felt in my element at this club.

Many people are baffled as to why you never made it as a regular first team
player.You are on record as saying that you were occasionally played out of
position.

That must be the understatement of the year. | only ever featured as a defender,
which really rubbed me up the wrong way, since | was a gifted winger.
The problem was, | didn’t know how to go about adapting to new positions.

In today’s team you seem to have a lot ofyoung players coming through. How do
you encourage them?

| try not to bog them down with technicalities. Some of them are quite touchy
when | have a go at them for something. Others need a lot of pushing to get them
going. | know it’s a cliche, but they will all have to go through a lot of hardship
before they get to the top.

Thanks for your time. Good luck for the championship



RADIO NEWS

NEWSREADER: Good evening. This is the six o’clock news. Today the outgoing Home Secretary
denied reports that the backlog of passport applications has caused millions of holidaymakers
to miss their flights. He said, “You cannot go by the scare stories of the press. Everything is under
control.” However, a spokesman for the Travellers’ Bureau said, “There’s a rumour going about that
the Prime Minister has admitted, off the record, that all decisions as to how to solve the problem
have been left up in the air.” We will, of course, keep all listeners posted.

In other news, Members of Parliament (MPs) have been told to brush up on their European
languages.There has been a survey conducted in the House of Commons questioning new members
on their foreign language abilities.What came through most of all was that only a few of the up and
coming politicians could get by in a foreign tongue. Some of these were even proficient enough to
find loopholes in European legislation written in French. However, the majority of MPs only spoke
English, and struggled with basic grammar and punctuation even in their own language. They were
urged to pencil in dates for language tuition courses. The Minister for European Affairs warned the
House that there was a lot at stake in Europe, and that we couldn’t afford to be able to converse in
only one language.



Chapter One: Exercise

CHOOSETHE CORRECTWORD FROM THOSE IN RED
Answers on page 133

1

| don't think he had anything to do with what happened.They used him as ascapegoat/
dogsbody/loophole/cliche) just because he’s the office b(scapegoat/dogsbody/backlog/cocky).

You can’'t gcome through/go by/go around/bog down) what he says; he has never
experienced any form o fb(cliche/loophole/backlog/hardship) in his entire life.

You are gon record/offthe record/bogged down/at stake) as saying that he is the best of
the b(understated/cocky/outgoing/up and coming) footballers, even though he’s had an
appalling season so far. Be prepared to c(lay out/break even/ get a lot of stick/get going)
from the viewers of this show.

| didn’t think you glaid out/were in your element/had it in you/were so baffled) to be so
nasty.You really b(got going/rubbed him up the wrong way/kept him posted/pencilled him in).

Last year was a hard time in our business when we weren’t abreaking even/in our element/
going around/brushing up), but look how things have picked up so dramatically this year. |
don’t know how we b(went about/got going/ went around/came through) such a difficult
patch.

I will g8come through/go by/pencil you in/get going) forThursday, but | do have a b(cliche/
backlog/loophole/dogsbody) of paperwork to catch up on. I've allowed myselfto get a bit
c(bogged down/up in the air/touchy/loopholed) with it all.

aOn record/Offthe record/At stake/Coming through), the Prime Minister has admitted that
there is not much he can do about the b(backlogslscapegoats/understatements/loopholes)
in the law which allow criminals to get away with murder...sometimes literally, but he
keeps tellingjournalists that he is ¢(baffledIbogged down/on record/outgoing) as to why the
previous government did nothing about it.

You say he is adogsbody/scapegoat/outgoing/up in the air).That’s a bit of an b(off the
record/loophole/cliche/understatement). He’s a big o(cocky/touchy/bogged down/laid out)
show-off]

He’'ll be akept posted/baffled/in his element/touchy) at the party with all those pretentious
academics coming out with all the usual b(layouts/dogsbodies/cliches/backlogs). But don’t
tell him | said that; you know how ¢(cocky/touchy/baffled/bogged down) he can be.

There’s a rumour ggoing round/coming through/breaking even/up and coming) the office
that you're not very keen on the new b(understatement/layout/backlog/cliche) ofthe building
| have proposed.
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To be outnumbered (1o be in a minority--note the active form of the verb, “to
outnumber”, means to be in a majority)

Examples:

. Even though our soldiers were heavily outnumbered, they

put up a brave fight.

The gist of what the minister was saying was that in twenty years’
time we will be outnumbered by immigrants. Deep down, all
his colleagues know he is right, but want to keep their views
strictly off the record.

Apparently, women outnumber men in this college by three

to one. My son wants to apply.

“I could have done without him drawing out the speech
for halfan hour; a few words would have done.”
(see page 20)









To com ply with (To obey, to be acceptable according to a law/ regulations)

Examples:

. Even though the judge made it very dear to the defendant
that he had not complied with the law, he decided to let
him off this time because he had so many other things on
his plate. However, he was warned not to continue to go
around making a nuisance of himself.

There’s a rumour going around Parliament that if we don’t
make an effort to comply with EU regulations, we will miss
out when it comes to increased funds for the welfare of

our run-down cities.

To nip it/something in the bud (To deal with a problem at an early
stage before it gets out of hand)

Examples:

. The gist of what she was saying was that wed be better-off
nipping it in the bud now, rather than letting the problem
grow as time goes by.

. The doctor seems to be baffled by my aunt’s illness but has
advised her, rather surprisingly, to nip the whole thing
in the bud by going through with the operation.

“He felt that somehow he had missed out on the finer pleasures of life. It was quite
apparent to me, however, that his problems came down to one thing: loneliness. "
(see page 23)
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In (the) light of recent events, the management has decided
to call off the Christmas festivities for this year. We apologise

if this has put anyone out, and we promise to keep you posted
if there is any change of plan.

To Iay ON  (To provide a service —often relating to food or transport, to put on—see
Practical Everyday English, page 172, meaning vi)

Examples:

These meetings tend to be rather drawn-out; mind you, they
always lay on a wonderful dinner.

The Rolling Stones concert drew in so many people that they
had to lay on three extra trains.

To warrant

I. (To guarantee)
Example:

The document your own lawyer prepared clearly warrants

that if there are any stumbling blocks, it's up to you to sort
them out.

(To call for-see “uncalled for”, Practical Everyday English, page 107—to make
something necessary, i.e. an action)

Examples:

Everyone thought that his guilt was a foregone conclusion,
but, as it turned out, the evidence they had to go on didn’t
warrant his arrest.

It's no good just sitting there and sulking; the situation is so
serious as to warrant a relentless investigation.

To write off

(To accept that a debt/loss is never going to be repaid/recovered)
Examples:

| can’t get over how we managed to break even, considering
how many debts we had to write off.

During the slump we had to write o ff the fortune we had

laid out to many of our borrowers who had not managed to
come through the recession.

27



i, (To accept that an idea or plan has to be scrapped—see Practical Everyday
English, page 130)
Example:
. The layout of the building we had envisaged had to be written
o ff because it didn't comply with local planning regulations.

i, (To decide that someone/something is not worth considering or has
little value, to disregard someone)
Examples:
. At school he was written o ff as a “no-hoper”. However,
in later years, and much to his credit, he managed to shrug off
this negative description and stand out as a brilliant journalist.
. Football commentator:
/wouldn't write him o ff just yet. He might be getting on a bit
but he can still baffle defenders with his clever tricks.

v, (To write a letter with a view to getting some information, goods, application
forms etc.)
Example:
. It sounds like the person who is taken on is going to be the

dogsbody of the office; but you might as well write o ff for
an application form.

V. (To damage a motor vehicle beyond repair—note the noun “w rite - o ff”)
Examples:
. Father to son:

Now that you've written o ff two of the family’s cars, you'll
have to put up with the hardship of using public transport.

. She got off with a broken wrist, but the car was a complete
write-off.

A wim P (A person who is physically or emotionally weak/lacking in confidence/always
afraid) Colloquial

Examples:
Offthe record, the Prime Minister owned up to being a
bit ofa wimp.

. A: | think we're going to be outnumbered by women
at this meeting tomorrow. I'm really scared.
B: Don't be such a wimp! I'm sure we’'ll cope.



The final/last straw (a negative event, possibly minor, which comes after
a series of many other negative events, and which then leads to action being taken; the
situation can no longer be tolerated)

Examples:
. When the secret “goings-on” of the Managing Director

came to light, that was the final straw; | had to give in my notice.
. At the time, | felt his inappropriate behaviour was the

last straw, but fortunately it has all blown over now and,
I’'m delighted to say, our relationship has really got going again.

A: “I think we'e going to be outnumbered by women
at this meeting tomorrow. I'm really scared”.
B: “Don’t be such a wimp! I'm sure we'll cope.”

(see page 28)






Chapter Two iIn Use

Listen to the CD track 3
PERSONAL NOTE IN DIARY

Monday 12th September

| was called into the boss’s office this morning. He gave me a long drawn-out speech, the
gist of which was that my work had not been up to scratch. He said that he knew that | had a lot
on my plate, but it was better to nip things in the bud now. What it boiled down to was that my
promotion was by no stretch ofthe imagination a foregone conclusion, and that myjob was at stake.
| can usually shrug off such criticism but | thought my boss had gone over the top. | don't feel his
comments were warranted at all. Maybe | shouldn’t let myselfget so worried about things, but deep
down, I know something isn’t right. | spent the rest of the day in a sulk. What a wimp!

Tuesday 13th September

Today the company laid on a huge lunch for some clients. | could see their director was
trying to weigh me up by asking me questions like, “What if a major stumbling block comes to light?”
| suppose, in a way, he was quite down-to-earth, but | felt outnumbered by serious businessmen, and
all I wanted to do was to keep a low profile. | got the distinct impression that in the end they wrote
me offas the sort ofguy who wouldjump on the bandwagon rather than get drawn into controversy.

A CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO BEST FRIENDS AT LUNCH

JANE: | think | might've fallen out with my sister.
PATRICIA: Really? Why?
JANE: Well, | wrote off her car last week.Wed already had a row earlier in the day, and

then | asked if | could borrow her car to pick up the kids from school. Unfortunately,
| crashed into the front wall of her house. It was the final straw.

PATRICIA: Surely not? It'll all blow over in time, you'll see. Why don’t you come out with us
tonight? By staying at home you could be missing out on a great opportunity to
meet new blokes. You only go out once in a blue moon.

JANE: Well as far as meeting a new man is concerned, at forty-three, | think I've missed
the boat, and | must say, as the nights are drawing in, | can’t really be bothered to
go out. Sorry.



Chapter Two: Exercise

CHOOSETHE CORRECTWORD FROM THOSE IN RED
Answers on page 133

1

32

aDown-to-earth/Deep down/Boiled down/The gist) | knew, even before these facts
b(shrugged off/blew over/drew in/came to light), that he hadn't been c¢(complying
with/asking after/nipping in the bud/jumping on the bandwagon with) the regulations..

There’s no need to amiss the boat/blow over/sulk/draw it out) just because you lost a tennis
match to the class b(cocky/gist!'wimp/last straw).

Mum was amissing out/asking after/writing off/weighing up) you yesterday. She does realise
that you b(have a lot on your plate/missed the boat/nipped it in the bud/have been
outnumbered) at the moment.

The astumbling block/warrant/gist/last straw) of what he was saying is that if we b(miss
the boat/bolil it down/write it off/nip it in the bud) now, we will be in a better position to deal
with any c(stumbling blocks/foregone conclusions/blue moons/low profiles) that may arise
later on.

aBy no stretch of the imagination/Deep down/Weighing everything up/Keeping a low
profile) could it be said that it was an amazing concert. Mind you, you did b(blow over/go
over the top/jump on the bandwagon/miss out on) seeing a fantastic drummer.

When she glaid on/wrote off/blew over/missed out on) my beloved car, it was the b(fmal
straw/gist/warrant/foregone conclusion).After c(asking after everyone/laying everything on/
weighing everything up/having a lot on my plate), | decided to go back home and live with
my parents.

aBy no stretch of the imagination/Once in a blue moon/Keeping a low profile/Deep down)
we win a match on penalties, but it all blcomplies with/lays on/boils down/blows over) to
luck in the end.

Even though he’s worth millions, he’s a very adown-to-earth/over-the-top/drawn-out/cocky)
guy who likes to b(shrug it off/nip it in the bud/miss the boat/keep a low profile).

Our lecturer painfully adrew in/drew out/weighed up/missed out) the seminar to two hours.
We told him what we thought of this, but he just b(complied with it/laid it on/shrugged it
off/blew it over) with a smile.

My wife and | thought that, as we lived on an island where men are aoutnumbered/blown
over/missed out/drawn in) by women 10 to |, our 3 1-year-old daughter, Sara, would more
than likely b(climb on the bandwagon/weigh it up/come to light/miss the boat). Fortunately,
our fears were not ¢(outnumbered/warranted/down-to-earth/a foregone conclusion), as she
got married last year...to Monica!



As the nights are gdrawing out/blowing over/drawing in/missing out), we have decided to

Hlay on/comply with/write off/shrug off) extra buses and trains so that everyone can get
home quickly and safely.

It’s a gstumbling block/foregone conclusion/last straw/missed boat) that we are all going
to end up rowing with each other this holiday. Mum will go totally blon the last straw /low
profile/drawn-out/over the top), as she always does. But it will all dblow over/ask after/be
up in the air/weigh up) by the time we go home.

These days in London everybody seems to be g@missing the boat/nipping it in the bud/
jumping on the bandwagon/getting touchy) and opening a shop selling gone-off fruit and
ridiculously expensive tiny pieces of dry cake.You can see that this is not my favourite city
b(being outnumbered/by any stretch of the imagination/keeping a low profile/deep down).
























A: | think it would be more tactful ofyou ifyou didn't
bring it up until the whole thing has blown over.

B: No, I'm sorry; | reckon we’ll all be better offif the
matter is nipped in the bud right now.
. | can’t get over how tactless you are sometimes. Fancy telling

her she was only taken on as a dogsbody.

To butt in (To interrupt a conversation)

Examples:
Sorry to butt in, but Ijust wanted to tell you that I'm
popping out to get some tea bags. Apparently, there aren’t
enough to go round.

. Parent to child:
Stop sulking! | only told you off because you should know
how rude it is to butt in when I'm talking to someone.

Teacher to student:
“You tend to waffle a lot in your compositions and your style is too cumbersome.Try to cut down
on the words you use, and then your message will come over much more effectively.”

(see page 40)





















Chapter Three in Use
Listen to the CD track 4

MAGAZINE ARTICLE BY A PARENT OFTEENAGERS

A Trip to London

If you haven't experienced the joys of bringing up teenagers, take my word for it, it brings
out the worst in you. By and large, | would say I'm quite an easy-going person by nature, but a lively,
disruptive child can make me feel uneasy. | once read a book about bringing up boys and | must say
| found it most enlightening. It says that the vast majority of kids grow out of their annoying habits
and that their periods ofawkwardness come in phases.The outlook, apparently, is positive for caring,
worried parents. It is clear that what you can teach children early on in life will stand them in good
stead for the future.

However, you have to be tactful when giving advice to teenagers, and in particular be
careful not to waffle on about the dangers of sex. They would just think you were being prudish.

Many times you think your son is not going to budge over a certain issue, but if you play
down the matter, he will think you are just being complacent.The thing to do is stick it out.You'll get
your own way in the end. | always say | wouldn’t put it past my son to leave home and never speak
to me again...but hed soon come back after finding he couldn’t make ends meet.






Chapter Three: Exercise

CHOOSETHE CORRECTWORD FROM THOSE IN RED
Answers on page 133

1 Please feel free to abudge up/disrupt/stick out/butt in) if you think I'm b(waffling on/playing
down/cornering the market/touching on) for too long.

2 When he lost hisjob two years ago, he found it hard to gbe disruptive/make ends meet/
dutch at straws/bear it in mind), but, b(by and large/complacently/uneasily/playing it down),
that difficult period has c(turned him off/come in phases/stood him in good stead/grown out
of him)in recent times.

3 The new teacher felt a bit abland/uneasy/prudish/streetwise) about taking over such a
b(complacent/turned off/disruptive/cumbersome) class, but by the end of term, she felt she
had managed to ¢(budge/bring out the best/enlighten/butt) in them.

4. A: /told Maria that | thought her cooking was a bit guneasy/complacent/cumbersome/

bland).
B: That wasn’t very b(tactful/uneasy/disruptive/prudish) ofyou, was it?

5. I don’t know how you think youtre going to astand in good stead/corner the market/
stick out like a sore thumb/clutch at straws)with such an expensive product.You have to
b(bear in mind/enlighten/budge up/play down) that the economic c(unease/prudeloutlook/
market) is not very positive at the moment, and people aren't splashing out.

6. We mustn't let our recent success gtouch on us/lull us into a false sense of security/budge
us up/disrupt us). I'm sure you are all aware how dangerous b(clutching at straws/sticking
out like a sore thumb/streetwise/complacency) can be.

7. He likes to aplay down/stick out/butt in/turn off) his celebrity status as a TV historian, but
we have all found his documentaries m osth(streetwise/bland/complacent/enlightening).

8 A: Do you think he realises that at the age of 52 he ggoes in phases/sticks out like a sore
thumb/is lulled into a false sense of security/looks cumbersome) at the university bar?
B: I don't think he does. He’s trying to find himselfa beautiful young wife. It’s so sad to
see him b(taking my word for it/putting it past him/clutching at straws/turning them off).

9 A: | have failed to convince your father that you are now old enough to wear a bikini on the
beach. He won't abudge/disrupt/turn off/bear it in mind)on this matter, I'm afraid.
B: Why am | the only one ofmy friends with such a b(disruptive/streetwise/prudish/waffling)
dad?

10 aBe enlightened/Take my word for it/Bear it in mind/Grow out of it): if we don’t toughen up
and get more b(prudish/disruptive/cumbersome/streetwise), we’'ll be the ¢(laughing stock/
outlook/complacency/enlightened) of the business community in this city.

S0
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i. (Difficult to deal with--espec/a//y children)

Examples:

. Even though her children can be quite a handful at times,
she’s a loving, affectionate mum whose kids bring out the
best in her.

. He claims that his youngest son is a real handful; mind you,

you can’t always go by what he says about his children.

“Even though she’s outgoing and
confident, she gets too easily
flustered when she comes
up against the tiniest problem
at work.”

(see page 52)

TO paSS OUt (To faint)

Examples:

. Ifyou want to rub her up the wrong way, wind her up
about the time she passed out at the school parade.
It took her at least 20 seconds to come round.

. | almost passed out when | saw the backlog of work |
had to get through. How was | going to catch up?

Pom POUS (Too formal /serious and self-important)

Examples:

. What came through most of all was his pompous
attitude towards the younger members of the firm.

. He gets a lot of stick from his kids for being a bit on the

pompous side, but I find him very witty...although he
does waffle on.












To I0SC track of (To forget that it is getting late, not to know where something
or someone is, to lose the thread of a story or argument)

Examples:
A: Sorry to butt in, but wed better be off. It’s getting
on for eleven o’clock.
B: So itis. I do lose track of time when I'm waffling on.

We didn't fall out with each other; ljust lost track of them
when they moved to Manchester.John must be in his element
living up there near his beloved football team.

. A: You'll have to fill me in on what has been going on in
this TV series. | lost track of the story when | went on
holiday last month.

B: Sorry | didn't keep you posted, but you didn’t miss
out on much.

To get one’s head round something (To understand something
complicated/a difficult situation—often used with “can’t/couldn’t”) Colloquial

Examples:
These figures from the accountant are baffling me;

| cannotget my head round them at all.

| couldn'tget my head round what had happened and
why she was feeling so distraught, but I think it may

be better not to dwell on these things for too long.

To givesomeone the benefit of the doubt (1o accept someone’s
version ofevents...even though in reality one is not so sure that they are telling the truth)

Examples:
We've decided to give you the benefit of the doubt

and let you off.. .but next time don’t try to make someone

else the scapegoat.

The gist of what they were saying was that, as his whole career
was at stake, this time they would give him the benefit
of the doubt.



Chapter Four
Lesson Three

Amid/Amidst (Amongst, during, in the middle of)

Examples:

. It was a foregone conclusion that amid the chaos last week,
we would lose track of time.

. It is said, off the record, that amidst all the rumours going

around about his affairs, he has also come in for a lot of
stick over his business dealings.

Unwittingly/Inadvertently (without realising, unaware)

Examples:

. Unwittingly, I left her stranded in the kitchen with a handful
of very noisy children. She wasn't really in her element.

. | thought my wallet had gone astray but, inadvertently, |

had left it on the table.

To get something out of one’s system (To do/say something one
has always wanted to do/say, so that it is no longer on one’s mind, therefore making one feel

better)

Examples:

. | had been feeling distraught at the thought of what | had
to say to the boss, but now I've got it out of my system,
I can relish the challenge of being given greater responsibility
in the future.

. She has always wanted to travel and, once her visa comes
through, she will be able to getitout of her system.

Unrest (civil disturbance--often caused by the public’s unhappiness with the economic or
political state of affairs in their country)

Example:

. The Government have to weigh up whether or not it's worth
risking civil unrest over such a sensitive issue.

. Everything seems to be up in the air at the moment, but

amidst the fears of an economic downturn, there is bound
to be industrial unrest unless the matter is resolved quickly.



To take the mickey out of someone (To mock/tease/make fun of
someone) Slang

Examples:
Don't take the mickey out of him because you might

rub him up the wrong way.
She doesn't like people taking the mickey out of her

dad’s strong Spanish accent. She’s clearly quite touchy about it

TO reap the rewards (To enjoy the benefits of something)

Examples:

. A: | relish the prospect of England winning the World
Cup. | think the whole country would really reap
the rewards afterwards.

B: | would pass out!
. One loses track oftime. | wrote the book ages ago, but have

onlyjust begun to reap the rewards. Many critics wrote my
work off as being passe. Pompous idiots!

“l had been feeling distraught at the thought of what | had to say to the boss,
but now I've got it out of my system, | can relish the challenge of being given

greater responsibility in the future.”
(see page 59)









Chapter Four: Exercise

CHOOSETHE CORRECTWORD FROM THOSE IN RED
Answers on page 133

1

My kids adwell on/take the mickey out of/get a kick out of/lose track of) me when I'm
being b(distraught/passe/pompous/squeamish) trying to impress our posh neighbours.

His aunt and uncle are glike chalk and cheese/raking it in/past it/a handful). Sheila b(reaps
the rewards/gets flustered/is distraught/loses track) easily, while Derek c(dwells on/skims
the surface/goes astray/relishes) leaving things until the last minute and takes everything in
his stride.

The President has asqueamishlylinadvertently/handfully/pompously) caused bunrest/
passing out/stranded/astray) amongst the citizens by introducing a set of tough laws and
regulations. | fear he will get his Grewards/chalk and cheese/comeuppance/stilted) at the
next election.

aAmidst/Losing track of/Unwittingly/Gobsmackingly) all the excitement of the wedding
celebrations, no-one had noticed that my mother-in-law had k(lost track/gone
astray/skimmed the surface/passed out). We were all quite dpast it/distraught/stranded/
unrestful) until she came round.

I've dgot a kick out of/played up/lost track/raked it in) of how many times recently I've had
a go at the kids for b(reaping the rewards/playing me up/skimming the surface/going astray).
They really can be quite c(a handful/passe/past it/stranded) at times.

It's probably best that we don't ggo astray/skim the surface/dwell/take the mickey)on the
issue and this time b(get it out of the system/give him the benefit of the doubt/reap the
rewards/get flustered). He's never got into trouble before.

How on earth did you let so much money apass out/get stranded/reap the rewards/go
astray)? ljust can't b(rake it in/get a kick out of/get my head round/dwell on) this massive
loss of funds.

| really think we should try our best to aget to the bottom of/take the mickey out of/reap
the rewards of/get a kick out of) this difficult problem rather than simply b(take the mickey/
get to the bottom of/rake it in/skim the surface).

| was totally astranded/squeamish/pompous/gobsmacked) when he told me how much he
was earning.Who would have believed when we were at school together that this wimp
would now be b(passing out/raking it in/pompous/skimming the surface)?

This type oftheatre production has been done so many times, it's considered gpasse/
squeamish/stranded/gone astray) by all the critics. | have to say that | also find the dialogue
very k(distraught/stilted/relished/gobsmacked).

&3



When | was a kid, | used to g§get my comeuppance/reap the rewards/get my head round/
get a real kick out of) telling my little sister very bloody horror stories. It was nasty of me
because | knew how b(pompous/squeamish/past it/gobsmacked) she was.

| had always wanted to swim the English channel and felt | needed to ggive it the benefit

of the doubt/get it out of my system/reap the rewards/get my comeuppance), even though

my children kept telling me | was b(past it/pompous/squeamish/passe). But one night | had
a bad dream, where | was left o(gobsmacked/amidst/like chalk and cheese/stranded) in the
middle of a freezing cold sea with no one around to help, so | gave up on the idea.









. | don’t think he’s got it in him to carry his threat out. Why don't
we call his bluff and see if he has the guts to do it?

Adept (skilful/Expert)

Examples:

. He is somewhat adept at reaping the rewards of his actions,
although his wife tries to play down his talents.
She is usually an adept speaker. This time, however, she only
managed to skim the surface of each issue.

To wallow in (To indulge/lose oneself in pleasure, to enjoy one’s own misery or
misfortune)

Examples:
/ could do with a weekend away with my husband, amid the
green rolling hills of the beautiful English countryside, where we
can turn offour phones and laptops and wallow in the sheer
luxury ofa manor house hotel.

. At the moment all she wants to do is sulk and wallow in
self-pity. It’s a phase she’s going through.

“I've lost track of how many times I've given him the benefit
of the doubt. Enough is enough! It’s really doing my head in.”
(see page 65)






Upsurge (A rapid increase or a rise in something)

Examples:

. There has been an upsurge in this type of political fiasco in
recent years.

. The Managing Director of London Electricity has said that supply
problems during the World Cup were down to a massive upsurge
in demand.

“I'll keep you posted as to how he does on the course, but if someone as
thick as he is can pass, it will make a mockery of the exam”
(see page 68)

To phase in/out (To introduce or get rid of a law/regulation /new system
gradually, over a period of time)

Examples:

. The Treasury minister promised that the new Government would
be phasing in regulations to restrict banks on how much they
pay their investment bankers. | wouldn’t put it past him, however,
to change his mind next week.

. Some financial journalists have predicted that Germany will be
phasing out the Euro over the next five years. Then, it is hoped,
they will reap the rewards of being able to control their own
currency.















To be off one’s head/rocker, to be out of one’s mind (o
be crazy or mad) Colloquial

Examples:

. You must have been o ff your head trying to rub her up the
wrong way.You know what a temper she has. She could have
killed you.

. He'll be in his element spending time with John. He’s also o ff
his rocker. They will really take to each other.

. He left her stranded at the side of the road with no means of

getting home. He must be totally out of his mind.

To grovel (To flatter, be excessively pleasant to someone, often because one feels
guilty about previous bad behaviour, or because one wants something from them)

Examples:

. I’'m under no illusions: | know they will want me to grovel before
they let me back into the club. No way!

. Let him wallow in his misery before forcing him to make a

grovelling apology.

‘He’s quite streetwise; he knows how to stick up for himselfif
he comes across any yobs on his way home.”
(see page 73)
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Cha

pter Five: Exercise

CHOOSETHE CORRECTWORD FROM THOSE IN RED
Answers on page 135.

1

76

These days there are so many drunken &pledges/yobs/fiascos/bluffs) in England who seem
to b(pre-empt/bluff their way through/get a buzz out of/wallow in) making unprovoked
c(frenziedlgrovelling/upsurging/perpetual) attacks on innocent victims walking home at
night.

You should be goffyour head/under no illusions/dwindling/shortlisted): this is a very tricky
exam indeed and one which you will not be able to pass simply by b(pre-empting/phasing
in/getting a buzz out of/bluffing your way through)it.

The Ministry of Defence cannot make a gfiasco/pledge/upsurge/huddle) to the army that
they will reverse b(dwindling/shortlisted/grovelling/makeshift) stocks of weapons to fight the
war. It will be ¢lon cue for/phased out by/down to/made a mockery of) each individual army
division to make the best of what they have.

Two of the “novelists” who made the gupsurge/huddle/makeshift/shortlist) for the Oxford
Prize In Literature were sportsmen who have never read a book in their lives. What a
b(fiasco/bluff/aftermath/back-down)!

I've been revising all day trying to awallow in/huddle/cram/pre-empt) for these exams. It’s
b(down to me/fiasco/jaded/doing my head in).

The manager has become very aperpetual/adept/jaded/boisterous) a th(grovelling/
wallowing/making a mockery of/building) his players up into something they're not.Their
performance last Saturday was quite Gpathetic/adept/makeshift/built up).

In this atmosphere o fapathetic/grovelling/perpetual/boisterous) mistrust, it has become
impossible to b(pre-empt/wallow in/get a buzz out of/phase in) what is likely to happen
next.

It's entirely your own fault, and | won't forgive you. So don’'t come ahuddling/grovelling/
cramming/wallowing) to me.You'll have to b(grovel/bluff/dwindle/wallow) in your own regret
for a while...but your dinner’s on the table.

After the Government aphased in/backed down/built up/called their bluff) on introducing
stricter visa requirements for foreigners wishing to enter the country, there was an immediate
b(huddle/cram/shortlist/upsurge) in applications.

In the gaftermath/fiasco/frenzy/build-up) of the earthquake, the villagers had no choice
but to live in b(boisterous/dwindlinglmakeshift/shortlisted) accommodation, and as there
was no heating available, they had to c(wallow in/huddle together/pledge themselves/make
a mockery of themselves) for warmth.



Last Friday night he was behaving in his usual crazy dperpetual/jaded/makeshift/boisterous)
manner.And then, right b(on pledge/on cue/adept/in the aftermath), he walked into the
kitchen table and smashed a glass onto the floor. He then tried to pick up the pieces
ofglass with his teeth. My thoughts about him were right the first time | met him: he’s
completely c(pathetic/jaded/yobbish/off his rocker).

The Members of Parliament had been sitting in the House of Commons for over ten hours
debating the proposed new tax laws. They all looked fed up and &jaded/adept/pathetic/
huddled). These laws, if they were ever come into effect, would have to be b(pre-empted/
phased in/buzzed out/built up) over a period of five years, by which time they would be
out of date.This really o(wallows in/gets a buzz out of/crams/makes a mockery of) our

democratic process.












To undermine (To ridicule someone/something, to make someone in a position of
authority feel worthless/weak)

Examples:

. Confidence in our sporting ability in this country has been
undermined by the fact that in recent years we have become
the laughing stock of the world.

. They didn’t want to come over as if they were undermining
his authority, although it's quite apparent to anyone following
this story that power has shifted away from him.

. I’'m under no illusions: you've been undermining me all these
years and a grovelling apology won’t make any difference now.

Policeman: “Take me through exactly what was going on in your mind when
you inadvertently passed a red light... madam.”
(see page 78)












Chapter Six
Lesson Three

A bitter pill to swallow (something that is hard to accept, but must be

accepted)
Examples:
. What emerged from the discussion was that the project
had been a complete flop, and will be a bitter pill for everyone
to swallow.

As soon as Maria first set eyes on her newborn baby boy, she
knew that he wasn’t going to be endowed with the good looks
of his elder brother.This was a very bitter pill for her to swallow.

NOt Oil (not acceptable behaviour) Colloquial

Examples:
. We won't stand for such blatant racism in this company.
It’s just not on!
. Telling her she had a grating laugh was not really on, and

you shouldn’'t have taken the mickey out of her silly voice either.
(See picture below)












Chapter Six in Use
Listen to the CD track 7

INTERVIEW WITH THE PRIME MINISTER

INTERVIEWER: Many of the voters who fell for your pre-election hype are now beginning to feel
disgruntled, saying that you have been coming out with blatant lies. Have your
objectives shifted?

PRIME MINISTER: No, not at all. Let me take you through what had been going on over the last
ten years, before we took over.The previous government ran down all the public
services, which alienated the entire British public. They were also guilty of stringing
the people along on many other issues. Now the excitement of having a new
government is dying down, so we have to sort out the mess we were left in. It has
emerged that things are going to take longer than expected, and this is a bitter pill
to swallow for some people, but we will be unveiling new strategies in the coming
weeks.

INTERVIEWER: As far as education is concerned, you have been accused of dumbing down the
syllabuses and undermining the teachers’ authority.

PRIME MINISTER: Well, for many years schools have been under-achieving.You know, it’s just not on.
We expect all our children to have a good basic grounding in the main subjects, but
many of our youngsters are straying from the right path when they leave school.
| don’t want to be branded as a teacher-hater but | would like it to be known
that things have to change.

EMAIL FROM JOHN TO HIS FRIEND MARTIN

Hey Martin!

Where were you on Friday night? We all went for a drink at the Coach and Horses. Your friend Tim,
who is not endowed with brains even when he’s sober, and grates on me more and more each time
| see him, got involved in a skirmish with another guy who he said was pestering his girlfriend. Tim
thought this bloke was going to be a pushover, as he was half his size, but the little guy was not
unnerved by the prospect of a fight, even though his chances of success were slim.Anyway, as they
got stuck in, there was uproar in the pub, and | tried to keep the two ofthem at bay.

In the end, they shook hands and bought each other drinks. It's funny how things turn out!

Hope we can get together next week and catch up.
All the best
John






10 She knows that her father is a complete guproar gtray/blatant/pushover) and that she
doesn’t need to b(shift/pester/string along/alienate) him for too long before she gets her
own way. Men! Theyte all the same.Their behaviour and annoying habits c(grateldisgruntle/
die down/unveil) on all of us suffering women

11 So that we avoid unpleasant 8dumbing-down/skirmishes/hypes/pushovers)in this fragile
political coalition we have recently formed, and take account of this new situation, we will,
unfortunately, need to bunnerve/stray/amend/unveil) our policies.

VA At first there was ahype/branding/skirmish/uproar) amongst public sector workers when
the Government announced a cutback in local council jobs, but now that the anger has
b(died down/gone for a song/shifted/amended), most people have reluctantly accepted
reality.


















A dark horse (A person whom no one really knows, but who later reveals
himself to be different and more interesting than first thought or a person who exceeds
expectations in a competition or election)

Examples:

. He comes over as a wimp, with no opinions, but take my word
for it: once you draw him out of his shell, you'll see he’s quite a
dark horse

. John thinks Jim Taylor could prove to be a dark horse and win

Wimbledon this year. I'm rather sceptical and don't envisage
any surprises.

To embark on (To begin something which could take a long time to complete)

Examples:

. | sometimes wonder why | embarked on such a course of action.
| managed to alienate everyone.
The Opposition have embarked on a policy of disruption during
parliamentary debates on the proposed new tax laws. They
claim there are still many loopholes unclosed which will make
a mockery of the justice system, but these politicians are simply
clutching at straws, fully aware that their minority leaves then
powerless.

“I don’t want to jump on the bandwagon, but football will never flourish in the United
States until everyone gets a good grounding in the basics of the game.”
(see page 96)
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“She made some witty
reference to the fact
that he had become the

To thrive (To succeed/do well/prosper, to live/survive on-occasionally used to
emphasise that ones loves [doing] something; i.e., not literally surviving, but greatly enjoying-see 3rd
example below)

Examples:

. | nearly bowed to pressure from my parents not to marry Tom.
They said | was scraping the barrel and could do better. I'm
glad I didn't listen...because our marriage is thriving.

. He thrives on picking up antique furniture for a song, then
pestering dealers to buy it the next day.

. | thrive on chocolate and cakes and always make a beeline for
desserts at buffet lunches. It’s a habit that I'm going to have
to curb.

To cash ill on something (To take advantage of a situation, to exploit)

Examples:

. There was uproar from Members of Parliament (MPs) who
support the Government when the leader of the Opposition
tried to cash in on the Prime Minister’s recent unpopularity.

. Many ruthless businessmen are cashing in on the fact that
the poor are not endowed with the means to escape poverty.
. If he thinks he is going to cash in on my misfortunes, he's got

another think coming.



Chapter Seven in Use
Listen to the CD track 8

SPEECH BY MANAGING DIRECTOR OF XYZ LTD

Thank you for giving up your time today. I'm sorry to deprive you all of an evening with your
families.

Up to the end of last year, the company’s finances were in turmoil. Nobody envisaged this
happening after we had embarked on a new policy of cashing in on the Government’s decision to
devalue the pound. At times, we were really scraping the barrel for new ideas and it was true that a
rift had begun to appear between the directors of the company.

After bowing to much pressure, in January we decided to turn over a new leaf by curbing our
unnecessary expenses. We needed to head off almost certain bankruptcy, as our creditors were
whingeing about not being paid.

Now, | can happily say the company is flourishing again. Business is thriving ,especially in Europe,
giving us a great opportunity to invest seriously, and notjust dabble, in new and exciting products.

I'd like to thank each and every one ofyou for taking the time and effort to
save this business.



CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO FRIENDS ONTHETRAIN COMING HOME FROMWORK

JOHN: You know, the amount that Peter drinks beggars belief.

JAMES: Why? Was he paralytic again on Sunday?

JOHN: What do you think?

JAMES: He isjust a sucker for punishment. He doesn’t know when to stop. Poor chap!

JOHN: On Sunday in the pub, he decided to make a beeline for this pretty Italian girl. | tried to tell
him she was already spoken for, but it went straight over his head. It’s like banging your head

against a brick wall, trying to tell him how to behave.

JAMES: Yes, and I'll tell you something else: if you think you're inviting him to my 40th birthday party,
you've got another think coming.

JOHN: Well, you brought that bolshy political activistJim Smith to mine, so I'm thinking about giving
you a taste ofyour own medicine. No, but seriously, you'll see, there’s no need to make a
song and dance about it; I'll make sure he’s on his best behaviour.

JAMES: Oh really? I'm sorry but I'm very sceptical about that.

JOHN: OK, I have to get off here. See you tomorrow. Have a nice evening.



Chapter Seven: Exercise

CHOOSETHE CORRECTWORD FROM THOSE IN RED
Answers on page 134

1

A: Don't you think it's about time you gembarked on/curbed/dabbled/headed off) your
drinking habit? You've already lost your job because of it when you got b(paralytic
flourished / sceptical/spoken for) last month.

B: OK, OKYou don’t have to (scrape the barrel/go over my head/rub it in/bang your
head against a brick wall).

On reflection, I'm not sure why we gdabbledlembarked on/curbed/envisaged) this course of
action. I'm now rather b(deprived/flourished/bolshy/sceptical) as to whether all the time and
effort we've put in has been worth it.

A: I've got my eye on him. He’s not what he seems you know; he’s quite a gdark horse/
whinger/bolshy/dabbler).

B: Sorry to b(envisage you/sap you/deprive you/rub you in) of a new man, but he’s well and
truly Gcurbed/spoken for/thriving/in turmoil). | saw him first!

Ifyou think I'm going to let that gdark horse/whinger/paralytic/bolshy) woman boss me
around all day...h(it will go over my head/you are scraping the barrel/you’ve got another
think coming/I will turn over a new leaf). She c(thrives on/embarks on/deprives of/curbs)
giving out orders.

My daughter is struggling in her French class, but I'm not going to ascrape the barrel/make
a song and dance about it/go over her head/turn over a new leaf).The last thing | want to
do is b(sap/deprive/curb/thrive) her confidence. She’s ¢(sappinglheading off/dabbling/
flourishing) in all her other subjects.

Somehow, | can’t gcurblenvisage/embark/dabble) you living in the countryside. Before long,
youd be K(flourishing/thriving/whingeing/cashing in) about the boring night life.

How she could possibly think that he’s the right man for the job &goes over my head/
beggars belief/gives me a taste of my own medicine/heads me off). She's unaware ofit,
but she really is b(beggaring belief/turning over a new leaf/going over his head/scraping the
barrel) employing that wimp. One day I'm going to put a useless person in her department
just to c(give her a taste of her own medicine/scrape the barrel/deprive her/go over her
head).

She adabbles/embarks/thrives/cashes) in witchcraft and black magic, which has caused a
b(whinge/turmoil/rift/flourish) with her husband. He has pleaded with her to stop, but feels
it’s like c(turning over a new leaf/scraping the barrel/banging his head against a brick wall/
making a song and dance about it).



When I'm at a buffet lunch | always aturn over a new leaf/make a beeline/rub it in/cash
in) for the sandwiches.Then | have to try everything else on offer, even if it makes me ill. I'm
a real biwhinger/paralytic/dabbler/sucker for punishment).

My husband has assured me that since the beginning of the year he has aturned over a
new leaf/bowed to pressure/given me a taste of my own medicine/made a beeline) and will
now listen to me attentively. But deep down, | know all the instructions | give him will
b(scrape the barrel/head off/beggar belief/go over his head).

The President must devise a plan to abow to pressure/sapthead off/deprive) a citizens’
revolution, otherwise the country will be plunged into b(rift/turmoil/deprivation/thriving).

Many manufacturers in the UK have admade a beeline/embarked on/rubbed it in/cashed in
on) the devalued pound to increase sales of their goods abroad.This devaluation was
brought about by the Government having b(beggared belief/bowed to pressure/flourished!
scraped the barrel) from prominent businessmen.



Chapter Eight
Lesson One

To mingle (to mix socially)

Examples:

. | think she finds it difficult to mingle with a boisterous crowd
ofguests.

. By and large, most people at the party mingled, and your cousin

turned out to be quite a dark horse.

r rait (Characteristic)

Examples:
He clearly has the trait of a winner in him; the rest of them
will remain the laughing stock of world football.

. She has many of the traits of her grandmother, who was also
very outgoing.

To lift a finger (To make an effort to help someone—generally used in the negative)

Examples:
. At the dinner all he did was take the mickey out of his
mother-in-law. He didn’t lift a finger to help his wife in
the kitchen.
. A: While I've been doing the housework, you haven't lifted
a finger.
B: Oh, get off my back! I've got a lot on my plate at the
moment.

To be overwhelmed, overwhelming (To be completely controlled
by an emotional feeling, too much, over the top, greater than expected—either positive or
negative)

Examples:

. He was overwhelmed withjoy when they told him they were
going to publish his book; now he will be able to reap the rewards
ofyears of hard work.

. | do find him a bit overwhelming at times; he tends to take
over any conversation | start and perpetually refers back to
events in his own life..



Take my word for it: the response to your advertising campaign
will be overwhelming.

P“ght (The difficult/dangerous/depressing situation)

Examples:

. To say that the plight ofthese refugees is an unfortunate one
is something of an understatement.

. We should be under no illusions that the plight of the Bengal

tiger is going to improve.

To be out of one’s depth (To feel that one has insufficient knowledge

or experience, to be with people who are more knowledgeable/better educated, or who
perform at a much higher level)

Examples:

. | felt a little out of my depth when he began to touch on
scientific theories.

. He was trying to mingle with a group of Oxford professors,

but was quite clearly totally out of his depth.

It has become increasingly apparent to me that quite a few

of our players are out of their depth in the Premier League.
They were all pathetic last Saturday.

“He was trying to mingle with a group of Oxford professors,
but was quite clearly totally out of his depth.”






Chapter Eight
Lesson Two

Grim (Severe, very depressing)

Examples:
. The plight of the hostages is, I'm afraid, looking rather grim.
. | think the grim winter weather must have brought on her flu.

I've lost track of how many of my patients are in the same situation.

Harass, harassment (To pick on—see Practical Everyday English, page 103, to
bother someone continually, [harassment] persistent aggressive pressure/intimidation-
often sexually or racially motivated. Note also that there is much dispute as to how this word
should be pronounced. Traditionalists insist that the emphasis should be on the first ‘a’ [“harass,
harassment”], but most people stress the second syllable [harass/harassment]. The author, however,
is a traditionalist)

Examples:
As a child | felt | was constantly harassed by my mother for
having inherited many of my father’s traits.

. | alienated some of my classmates when | had a go at them
about their racial harassment of my best friend.

To bond, a bond (To build up a close relationship with someone-often a parent
or child, a close link)

Examples:

. Most new parents feel out of their depth when the baby comes
along; they all need time to bond.

. You can see there is quite clearly a strong bond between father

and son in this case. It all boils down to having watched their
football team’s grim decline in the league together.

To hold out a lot of/much hope (for someone) (o be
optimistic—generally used in the negative)

Examples:
. Apparently, once in a blue moon, someone from his school gets
into Oxford, but | don*t hold out a lot of hope (for him).
. A: How is she, of all people, going to show the others the
ropes? She’s thick!
B: / couldn’t agree more; | wouldn’t hold out much hope

for any of them.






“At first you may find his mother’s cooking rather bland,
but don’t despair: it’s likely to grow on you.”
(see page 109)

To sponge off someone (To keep asking/expecting someone to lend you

money/pay for you, to rely on someone’s/the state’s generosity without appreciation/trying
to find work)

Examples:

/ really cut him down to size when | asked him if he felt it

was right that, at thirty years old, he should still be sponging

o ff his dad. He told me to shut up, as | was “doing his head in”.
| don’t want to dwell on negative issues, but there are far too

many people in this country sponging o ff the state...and
some of them ar